Secondly, some extensive uploading of information to the new NOFASARD website platform has been completed. The website will now be known as the Australian FASD Clearinghouse and while still a work in progress the aim is to continue to be a primary source of both national and international quality, evidence-based information and resources relating specifically to FASD for both service providers and families. If you notice a resource missing in any of the completed sections of the website or have ideas about any other sources of information please let us know. We welcome your contributions of information for sharing with others.
Of special interest in this month's newsletter is a link to a guest blog on the Drinktank website written by paediatrician, Dr. James Fitzpatrick. James shares his views on the important role men play in helping to prevent Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders. NOFASARD congratulate James for this very mindful article.
One of the most common difficulties for parents/carers of children affected by FASD is finding service providers who have experience in this area. NOFASARD maintains a small but growing data base of health professionals including paediatricians, neuropsychologists, occupational therapists, speech therapists and other service providers who have experience working with families living with FASD. Some states are better represented than others. If you know a service provider or you are a service provider with experience in this area we would love to hear from you. Please email admin@nofasard.org.au or call 1300 306238. We can assure you that the list will not be for general publication and will only be used by NOFASARD staff when providing information for individual cases.
Remember that we would love to hear your news and your personal stories and will discuss ways in which these can be shared ensuring your privacy is protected. The deadline for articles for our November newsletter will be November 28th (contact admin@nofasard.org.au). It would be great if we could include a story each month! We are always keen to expand our network so please encourage your family, friends, colleagues and network to join NOFASARD and support FASD prevention in Australia. Your information is private. This conference is a 3-day juried hearing of evidence and scientific findings that allows for the engagement and collaboration of citizens, decision makers in government, and the justice system in addressing a specific set of key questions on legal issues of FASD. Read more (back) First International Conference on Prevention of FASD September 23 -25, 2013 Shaw Conference Centre Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. Professor Elizabeth Elliott from Westmead children's Hospital will be one of the guest speakers at this first international conference to address the primary, secondary, and tertiary prevention of FASD. The conference will serve as an international knowledge exchange and networking forum for those interested in FASD prevention, bringing together key experts from around the globe. Further information and call for abstracts (back)
CEO Report October
The granting of 3 year Commonwealth funding from the Department of Health and Ageing has directed our efforts to developing NOFASARD as an organisation able to meet the challenge as the peak community organisation for FASD in Australia. I can report that work is progressing towards the development of an activity tool able to capture all activities generated internally and from incoming inquiries, requests for information and support, requests for education and training and community partnerships and collaborations.
NOFASARD now has administrative assistance in place to improve the member network database and we anticipate being able to share resources and consult with people from distinct groups from the wide range of community sectors represented. The development of a new NOFASARD Strategic Plan is on track as is an Operational Plan which will help guide NOFASARD activities as these build across the next three years.
In October, two workshops were delivered in Lilydale, Victoria and one in Devonport, Tasmania to some 46 participants. The former targeted foster carers in one session and non-government workers in the afternoon. I am continually in awe of the foster care community, their passion and commitment to improving outcomes for children. Workshop requests are already booked for 2013. One of the interesting developments is participation as an advocate in care plan meetings focused on the needs of children diagnosed or at risk of an FASD.
NOFASARD is also the recipient of project funding from the Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education (FARE) to develop a pilot 'train the trainer' project in Tasmania aimed at building the knowledge and skill capacities of service providers who support foster carers in their care of children living with an FASD or at risk of fetal alcohol exposure. A reference group is established and this group guides and enhances the project through its development with representation from paediatrics, Child Protection and Out of Home Care; neuropsychology, Aboriginal Health and nongovernment placement support agencies. Using a participatory research model, four focus groups were held, two with foster carers and two with service providers. The rich information gathered will inform training program content and groups have agreed to meet again in the post evaluation period. Evaluation is being undertaken by Myriad Research, Tasmania. If 12 service providers undertake training and in turn, train 5-6 of their colleagues, an estimated 60 service providers will be better skilled to support and sustain children in the one placement, a well-established protective factor in reducing risk factors in the lives of children. The longer term goal is to have a resource with national application.
Vicki Russell CEO NOFASARD (back)
